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ST ALBANS WOODLAND BUR1AL TRUST

IXI'ROD UCTIO1V

Welcome to (he St Albans Woodlaad Bmial Trust's Annual Report and Accounts which covms om. activities for the
period 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012.

The St Albans Woodland Burial Trust was created at a time of emerging awareness of the importance of staining the
environment in an ecological friendly manner coupled with an increasing denumd on society to meet the spiritual needs
of tbe bereaverL ln our fifih year of tradmg we have continued to operate against the backdrop of this need firr spiritoal
and ecological support and care throughout the bereavement process.

Our key aims continue to be to provide and maintain for the benefit of the public and for the advancement of f2uMan
faith and education, woodhmd sites for the burial of tbe dead. We wish to develop and preserve such shes m order to
provide a semi-mmnal ~envirnnmera and to ensme diversity in woodland structure to safeguanl notable species
and communifies. We seek to support ~or otherwim Cluistian churches and Christian iaislcrs ~m
m inistry or providbtg services and support to tlm dying and dm bereaved

In short, the bust exists to offer woodland beriah in consecrated ground in a dignified and ecologically and
environmentally sympathetic manner.

~ We act with integrity, respect and digmty towards all people
~ We respect people of all cultures, Guths and beliefs
~ We respect people of all physical and mental abiities
~ We aun to provide an~natural choice almrnsrive to convention burial or cremation
~ We aim to provide a ecologicagy friendly and environmentally sustainable burial service
~ We aim to provide s burial senrice which is cost effective and high quality
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ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Since its opening in early 2007 and. consecration by the Bishop of Bedford in June 2007 tbe St Albaa's Woodland Burial
Trust has seen a constant and growing requirement for the care, services and support we ofTer the dying and the
bereaved.

Woodland Bmial at the St Alban's Woodland Burial Trust mkes place in 2 acres of a peaceful wooded area of the
country side just outside the vilbtge of Keysoe in Bedfordshire. Burials take place in grmmd which is spccificaHy set
aside and co~ for the purpose of lying loved ones to rest. We are pleased that Woodland burial at Qu: site
contmues to be open to people ofall faiths and denominations snd none. Being co~ by the Church ofKogtand as
a sacred space, people who aie buried there can lie in this land for ever, until nature runs its natural course.

Grtives are marked simply with a wooden plaque laid on dm grouad or a small wooden post, and for those wbo wish, a
uce near the gmve can be dedicated as a fiving menuwbtt to the loved one who lies nearby. The burial is dignified aad
without msh and in bwmony with tbe nature and ecology of the land in which the~are laid. Aller the service of
commiual family and friends can spend as much time as they need at the graveside and are encornsged to visit as
fiequently as they would like.

As the burial mkes place a discrete record is kept of the location of the grave and each year an accurate survey is
maintained, ensuring tbe lying place ofa loved. one is never lost.

fn short, loved ones are buried with an ecologically fiiendly manner in a managed woodland area. They leave behind
them a nance reserve which enhances the envnonment rtuher than destmying it. They sbare in leaving behind something
that will be of lasting benefit for onr cbikben and ~dchitdreu and for generations to come.

ln our liflh year of operatbm our increasing momentum continues. For the financial year ending 31 hfmch 2012, 13
buriah and 13 interments of ashes and scauenng ofashes have taken place. In addition to this 36 reservations for burials
and 23 reservanons for the interment or scauermg ofashes have been made and a nmnber of memorial plaques and trees
have been dedicated on the woodland site. These contmue to increase on previous years and in toad 77 burials and 56
intennenrs of ashes have taken place since the Womfiand Burial Ground was openecL Sevend benches have also been
purchased by families of the bereaved and placed in the Woodland. Our open day in Msy 2012 attracted many people
fi'om many different parts of the country, a finther testimony to tbe public demand for such burial sites and further open
days are planned.

Spiritual support has been olfered to the family snd friends of the deceased and appropriate training undertaken by those
engaged in this work. A Friends Newsletter is issued bi-annually to keep subscribers updated on our activities snd
developments.

During the current year of operations signtgcsct enhancements have been made to the site with the some development of
environmentally friendty access tbe site snd further enhancements to the buriai glades, both coupled with continued
active management of the woodland area.

As we look to the future the need to provide dignified burials in consecrated ground which is managed in an
envimnmentally and ecotogicaHy sustmnable manner continues to increase, as does the need to provide support for those
who mourn loved ones departed. We look forward to continuing to offer and provide this service to all who wish to
receive it m the yetus ahead.

Charles Royden

27 May 201



ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS
1T' =

The Directors have pleasure in presentutg their report together with the unaudited accounis I'or the year ended 31 March
20 il 2.

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATTVE DETAILS

Registration and Legal Structure
The St Albans Woodland Burial Trust is a charity registered with the Charity Couunissioners in England and Wales No.
I I I8216 and is a Private Limited Company 74o. 6027734.

Governing document
The charity is contmlled by its governing document, a Memorandum and Articles of Association and consfitutes a
limited company, limited by guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006

Registered Office
St. Mark's Church Community Centre, Calder Rise, Bedford, MK4I 7UY

Charitable Objecbt
The St Albans Woodland Burial Trust is required by charity and company law to act within the objectives of its
Memorandum of Association.

The St Albans Woodhmd Burial Trust's objects, as laid out in the Memorandum ofAssociation arc:

~ to provide and maintain for the benefit of the public and for the advancement ofChristian faith and education
woodland sites for the burial of the dead
to develop and preserve the sites iu order to pmvide a semi-natural woodland environment

~ to ensure a diversity in woodland structure to safeguard notable species and communities
to support financially or otherwise Christian churches and Christian ministers engaged in ministry or providing
services and support to the dying and the bereaved

Public Benefits
The directors confirm that they have complied with the duty in section 4 of the Charities Act 2006 to have due regard to
the Charity Commission's general guidance on public benefit. The directors have referred to this guidance when
reviewing the St Albans Woodland Burial Trust aims and objectives, and in planning the future activities of the Charity.

Principle 1 i The St Albans Woodland Burial Trust provides a Woodland Burial Site for the buriai of the dead in an

ecological and enviroiunentally sensitive manner. It develops and maintains tbe site to provide a semi-
natural woodland environment which safeguards notable species and communities. It supports those
engaged in pmviding services and support for the bereaved.

Principle 2. The Woodland Burial site is open to people of all faiths and those ofno faith and can be used by those
outside the immediate geographic area of Bedfordsbire. It oft'ers aft'ordable and dignified burials to all
those who wish to be buried there.

Organisation
The Trustees are the Dbectors of the Company. Trustee meetings are held at regular intervals throughout the year for the
direction and management of the trust and its business.

At the first annual general meeting all the nominative trustees retired &om office, and at every subsequent annual general
meeting one-third of the nominative trustees who are subject to retirement by rotation or, if their number is not three or a
multiple of three, the number nearest to one third shall retire &om office. Trustees may offer themselves for
reappointment. No person other than a trustee retiring by rotation shall be appointed or reappointed as a trustee at any
generd meeting unless he is nominated by the Chairman, the Revd Charles Royden.

Day-to-day adminisuation of the Trust's operation is undertaken by steam of volunteers

Trustees and Directors
A full list of Trustees and Directors is shown earlier in this report All of the trustees and directors have been active for
all of the period of operation.



STALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

OPKRATlONS

Financbtt Basis of Operabuas

The Trust makes charges for burials, interment of ashes, scattering of ashes, grave digging, and for memorial trees and
plaques. These charges are then used for the expenses of operations, chiefly thc costs incurred with the operations of the
Trust such as capital expenses on coffins, plaques snd crosses, maintenance costs such as yave digging, woodland
tnaoagement and adm inisuation, and activity based payments to thc landowner who donated the land to the Trusu ln the
ftmt year of operattons income has also been received fimn donations.

Review of Activithw

The directors are pleased to report that in the period ended 31 March 20!2 income &um the St Albans Woodland Burial
Trust activities was f40138. This was received &om the operations of the Trust, and from a small number of donations.
Details of these are shown in the accounts below, WhilsI. this is a similar income to the previous year the profile of the
business was different with fewer burials and interment of ashes but an increase in reservations, especiafly for the
interment of ashes. Operational expenses were again managed to ensure a positive sash flow for the year snd the
statement of hnancial activities shows a surplus of XI&915 from operational activities. 1'his is a small reduction (8'/v)
over the previous year, reflecting the lower number of huriats in the respecsive reporting periods We continue to
maintain a prudent babmrc to fund ongoing day-to-day openmons and cash flow.

professional advice an planting and bio-diversity conthmes to be used by the Trust.

Once again we would like to thank all those who have made donations, and especially those individuals who have made
personal donations including those who have completed gilt aid forms where appropriate to enable tsx to be reclained
&om these donations.

The Trust's website (www woodlandburialtrust, corn) con&nues to receive significant trafftc and is an increasing means
ofcommunication and advertisement for the Treats Services and source ofenquiries.

The Trust's objectives were achieved through the activities ot the Trust, namely the provision of a woodland burial site
for those people and famiTies wishmg to be buried in consecrated ground m an envimomentally and ecologically
sustainable manner. Support has been provided for the family and friends of the bereaved and training and support has
been pmvided for those engaged in the work of services aud support to the dying and the bereaverL Through active
management of the wood'fend, thc site has been developed and preseeved in order to pmvide a semi-natural woodland
envimnment which thus ensures diversi' in woodland structure to safeguard notable species and communities.

Future Developments

The St Albans Woodland Burial Trust remains open to future developments within the context of its Memoraudmn of
Association aud the vision and objectives of the Trust. With most ofthe major in&astrucuue developments having been
undertaken it is envisaged that the sixth year of operation will focus on the operations ofthe Woodland Burial Trust, the
evaluation of management and potential fumre growth optioas for the sim, and the development of associated services
such as care and support for the bereaved.



ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

POLiCY AlqB CHARITY GOVKRIqAhICK

Rates and Taxation

Tbe St Albans Woodland Burial Trust is a~charity and~to receive 80'/o Mandatory Rate Relief and

20Sk Discretionary Rate Relief (Total 10IPA) fiom Bedford Borough Council

independent Kxnudner

Charles Little who is a director of tbe accountancy practice Keens Shay Keens Limited has been appointed as the

independent examiner for the St A'Ibans Woodland Burial Trust. His report appears on page 7 of tbe accounls.

Statement of Directors' Responsibilities

Company Law requires the Directors to prepare financial statements for each fmencial year which give a true and fair
view of the state of affairs of the company as at the end of the financial period and of the surplus or de6cit of the

company for that period. In preparing these financial stateruents, the Directors are required to:

~ select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently
~ make judgements and estiruates that are reasonable and prudent
~ state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed
~ prepare Gmmcial statements on the gohg concern basis unless it is inappropriate to assume thss the company will

continue in business

The Directors are responsiliie for keepmg prutxx ccounting records which chsclose with reasonable accuracy at any time
the 6nancial position of the compmty and so enable them to ensure that the 6nancial suuements comply with the
Companies Act 2006. They are respocsilde for sefeguardmg any assets of the company, and for taking reasonable steps
for tbe prevention and detecuon ofhund and other inegularities.

The report bas been prepared in ~ccwith tbe special provisions of Part I5 of the Companies Act 2006 rehning to
small companies.

These accounts werc approved by tbe Directors on 27n May 20 I 2 and are signed on their behalf.

Revd Or Sam Cappleman
Company Secretary

27 May 20 I 2
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ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

I report ou the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2012 set out on pages eight to eleven.

especthw responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity's trmtees (who me also the drectors Arr the pmposes of company law) are responsible for the pepsration of
the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not requited for this year (nader Sctxkm 144(2) of the
Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act)) and that an independent examination is required.

Having satisfied myself the the charity is not subject to audit under company hw and is eligible for independetu
examination, it is my responsibility nx

examine the accounts under Section 145 of the 20'l l Act
to follow the procedures hdd down in the General Directions given by tbe Charhy Commission (under Section
145(5Mb) of dtc 2011 Act); and
to stale whether putictdar msuers have come to my atteuhon.

Basis of the independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in~with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissia An
examination includes a review of the accounting reconh kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts~
with those reconb. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures iu thc accounts, and seeking
explanations from you as trustees concerning any such mattets. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the
evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opmion is given as to whether thc accounts present a
'true snd fair view '

and the report is lhnimd to those matters set out in the statements below.

Independent examiner's statement
iu connection with my examination, no rnatter hss come to my attention:

(I.) which gives me reasonable muse to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements

to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 386 and 387 of tbe Companies hct 2006; and
to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting requirements
of Section 394 and 395 of the Cmupsnies Act2006 and with the methods and principles ofthe Statement
ofRecommended Practice: Accounting snd Reporting by Charities

have uot been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of dtc accounts
to be reached.

C W Litde FCA
Keens Shay Keess I.irnited
Chattered Accmmumts
2nd Boor Exchange Building
16 St Curhberts Sueet
Bedford
Bedford shoe
MK40 3JG



ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR TIIE YEAR ENDED 31STMARCH 2012

INCOMING RESOURCES
incoming resources from generated funds
Vo]notary income
Activities for cnerstiu funds

Total incoming resources

Year Ended
312.I2

Unrestricted
fends
f

355
39,783

40,138

Year ended
31.3.11

Tong
Funds
f

215
~39 810

40,025

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds
Costs of~g voluntary income
Governaace casts
Other resources nded

Total resources cape nded

20499
838

I,786

17,882
1,415
2,404

21,701

NET INCOMING RESOURCES
'1 6915 18324

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forrrard 25,583 7,259

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 42rt98 ~25 583

The notes form part of these financial statements
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ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

REGISTERED NUM BER:6027734

SALANCE SHEET
AT 31STMARCH 2012

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank

Notes

2012
Un stricted

funds

48,489

2011
Total
funds

I
26 291

26,291

CREDITORS
Amounts failing due within one year (5,991) (708)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 42,498 25,583

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILIT 1ES

42,498 25,583

FUNDS
Unrestricted funds 42,498 ~25 83

TOTAi FUNDS 42 98 25,583

The chariutble company is eutitled to exemption ftnm audit under Section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 for the year
ended 31st March 2012.

The trustees have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year ended

31st March 2012 in accordance with Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006.

The trustees acknowledge their responsibiTities for.-
(a) ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records that comply with Section 386 and 287 of the

Companies Act 2006 and

(b) preparing llnancial statements which give a true and fair view of the state ofaffairs of the charitable company as
at the end of each gnancial year and of iln smplus or deficit for each fmancial year in accordance with the
requirements of Section 394 and 395 and whrch otherwise comply wnh Ihe requirements of the Companies Act
2006 rclatmg to ftnancial ~so far as applicable to the charitable compaay.

These 0nanciat statements have been prepared in accordion with the special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies
Act 2006 relating to small charhablc compankn and with the Pmancial Repordng Standard for Smaller iEntities

(eAbctim April 2008).

The 6nancial statements wen: approved by the Board ofTrustees on 27 hsay 2012 and were signed on its behalf by:

Revd Dr am Cappleman
Trustee

The notes form part of these fmancial statements
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ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31sT fvIARGH 2012

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIKS

AceoanSing convention
The Enancfaf statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, aod in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standards for Smaller Endties (effective April 2008), the Compsmes Act 2006 and the
requirements of the Statement of Recommended Pmcdce, Accounting and Reporting by Charities.

Incaming resources
All incoming resources are included on the Statement of Finsncia! Activities when the charity is legally entitled
to the income and the amount has been received.

Resources expended
Expenditure is accounted far on an accruals basis and has been claxsified under headings that aggregate all cost
related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attrtbuted to particular headings they have been allocated
to activities on a basis consistent with the use ofresources.

Taxation
The charity is exempt kom corporation tax on its charitable activities.

Fund accounting
Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion of the trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the abjects of the charity.
Restricgons arise when speeilicd by the danor or when funds are raised for particular restricted purposes.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the financial smtemcnts.

ACTIVITIES FOR GENERATING FUNDS

Burials
Interment of ashes
Reservations
Memorial plaques, benches, trees snd crosses
Bio Containem
Other

Year Ended
31.3.12

11,650
1/50

20,580
5,713

335
155

Year ended
31.3.11

12,750
1,500

21,155
4, l 10

295

39,783 39,810

3. GOVERNANCE COSTS

Independent examiners
Legal and professional fees

Year Ended
31.3.12

I
738
100

Year ended
31.3.11

705
710

1,415



ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURlAL TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATFMENI'$ —CONTINUED
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31$fMARCH 2012

4. TRUSTEES' REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS

There were no trustees' rem~» or other bcnegts for the year ended 31st March 2012»or for the period
ended 31st March 2011.

Trustees' Expenses
During the year reimbursed expense of1557 (2011:5556) were paid to lhe trustees.

CREDITORSr AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR

Acauats and deferred income

2012
8
SPA

2G11
f

7G8

708

6. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Unrestricted funds
General fund

Net
movement in

At I.411 funds At 31'.12
8 8

25+83 16,915 42vt98

TOTAL FUNDS 25 583 16,915 ~42 498

Net movemenl in funds, hcluded in the above are as follows:

Unrestricted funds
Generai fund

Incoming
resources

f

40,138

Resources Move»rent iu
expended funds

(23+23) IM15

TOTAL FUNDS 40,138 ~23~ 16,915

7. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

There are no ~o»s wrlh related I»»ties to be disclosed under the Fina»as Reporting $~ for
Smaller Entities (effective April 2008).

8. COMPANV LIMITED BY CUARANTXE

The company is fmited by guar»num, as a consequence the member liabiihy is limited to gl There v»»u 14
(2011:14) members as al 31 March 2012.
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ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

DETAILED STATEMKSff OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THK YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCB 2012

Year Ended Year ended

31.3.12 31.3.11

INCOMING RESOURCES

Voluntary income
Donations 355 215

355 215

Activities for generating funds
Burials
interment of ashes
Reservations
Memorial plaques, bench trees
Bio Contamers
Other

11,650
1,350

20,580
5,713

335
155

12,750
1,500

21,155
4,110

295

39,783 39,810

Total incoming resources 40, 138 40,025

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Costs ofgeneratihg voluntary income
Commission
Grave digger
Plaques and crosses
Events R refreshments
Advertisements
Sundry
Site maintenance

10,600
2,800
3,938

152
862

69
2,178

9,292
3,750
1,404

37
912
32

2,455

20499 17,882

Governance costs
Accountancy
Le al fees

738
100

705
710

1,415

Supportcosts
Finance
Loan interest 130

130



ST ALBANS WOODLAND BURIAL TRUST

DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR KNDKD 31STMARCH 2012

Other
Insurance
Prat ting, post and stationery
Mileage allowance
Subsc

'
tions dt donations

Veer Ended
312 12

f
744
401
346
295

Year ended
31.3.l 1

f
749
824
351
350

1,786 2 274

Total resources expended 23423 21,701

16,915 18324


